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ORACE sdvifes a Poet to confider tho- 
BBE roughly the Nature and Force of his Ge- 
We pins. Mites feems to have known, per- 
ae fedtly well, wherein his Strentgh lay, and 
re chofen a Subje& entirely conforma- 
ofe Talents, of which he was Matter. As 
ER. . was wonderfally turned to the Sublime, 
"Maya is the nobleft that could have etitered 
iimethoughts of Man. Every thing tharis truly 
le {sftonifhing, has a place in it. The whole 
* Bhof the intelleGtual World; the Coavs, and 
yon; Heaven, Earth and Hell ; euter into 
tation of his Poem. 
Meee in the Firft and Second Book reprefent- 
nal World with alt its Horrours, the 
Mpofhis Fable naturally leads him into the 
ws ions of Btifs and Glory. re 
Waien’s Majefty forfakes him any where, itis 
Parts of his Poem, where the Divine Per- 
Beeintcoduced as Speakers. One may, | think, 
ideebat the, Author ptoceecs with a kind of 
Trembling, whilft he defcribes the Sen- 
athe Almighty. He dares not give his f< 
4é@mpion its fall play, but chufes to confine him- 
wamech Thoughts as are drawn from the Books 
to fach Exprefii 
@rlore, which we are to look for in thefe 
|, are not of a Poetical nature, or fo proper 
Mind with Sentiments of Grandeur, as 
magus of Devotion. The Paflions, which 
figaed to raife, area Divine Love and 
Fear. The particular Beauty of the 
sin the Third Book, confifts in that Short- 
uPerfpicuity of Stile, in which the Poethas 
ithe greateft Myfteries of Chriftianity, and 
seater, in a regular Scheme, the whole 
on Of Providence, with refpe& to’ Man. 
ented all the abftrufe Doétrines of Pre- 
Free-Will and Grace, as alfo thegrear 
* jocarnation and Redemption, (which na- 
pow up in a Poem that treats of the Fall 
with great apna of Expreffion, and in 
nd ttronger Light than | ever met with 
aber Writer. As thefe Points..are. dy in 
Sto the generality of Readers, the concife 
bner in which he hastreated them, is.very 
admired, as is likewife that particular Art 
has made ufe of in the interfperfing of all 
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rey 
vey of the whole Creation, and of every 
mis tranfaéted in it, is a Profpe& worthy 








tam Being is more rational and Sublime 
the Heathens, The particular Objeéts 
this defcribed to have caft his Eye, are 












ew Almighty Father from above, 
bye Empyrean where he fits 
Pieald above all height, bees down his Eye 
sents and their Works at once to view. 
aw all the Sanétities of Heav'n 
Mt Stars, and from his Sight recei’d 
naw Miterance: On his right ~ 
ge of bis Glory fat, 
100 earth be firft beheld . 










mses of Poetry, which the Subje& was Cae 


mence ; and as much above that, in which. 
ladrawn his Fupiter, as the Chriftian Idea . 


Pétin the moft beautiful and lively manner, . 





Of Mankbad, i the happy garden placd, °° 

» Reaping intel ost Fy a Love, 
ed joy, wnvival’d love 

In blifsfiel Solitede ; be shen fisrvey'd 

Hell and the Gulf between, aad Satan there 

Confting the Wail of Hcav’n on this fide night 

In the dun air fublime, and ready now 

To floop with wearied wings, and willing feet 

On the bare ontfide of this world, that feem'd 

Firm land imbofom'd without firmament, 

Uncertain which, in Ocean or in Air. 

Him God beholding from his pro'ped high, 

Wherein pal prefeut, future he beholds, 

Thus to bis only Som forefecing {pake. 


Satan’s Approach to the Confines of the Creation, 
is finely imaged in the beginning of the Speech, 
‘which — follows. The Effeés of this 
Specch in the bleffed Spirits, andin the Divine Per- 
fon, to whom it was addreffed, cannot but fill the 
Mind of the Reader with a fecret Pleafure and Com- 
placency. 

Thus while God Bake, ambrofal frazrance fil'd 

All Heav'n, pire the bleffed Fis at 

Senfe of new Foy ineffable diffs d : 

Beyond conspare the Son of God was feen 

glorious, in bins all bis Father fron 

‘ j 4, and in bis face 
Divine Compaffion vijibly —* 

Love without end, and wishous menfure Grace. 

1 need not point out the Beauty of that Circum- 
ftance, whérein the whole Hoft of Angels are re- 
prefented as ftanding Mute; nor fhew how proper 
the Occafion wasto produce fuch a Silence in Hea- 
ven. TheClofe of this Divine Colloquy, with the 
Hymn of Angels that follows upon it, are fo 
wonderfully beautiful and poetical, that I thould 
not forbear inferting the whole Paflage, if the bounds 
of my Paper would give me leavé, 

‘No fooner had th’ Almighty ceas’d, but all 
The multitude of Angels with a flout ne 
Lond as from numbers without number, {weet 
As from bleft Voices, uttering Foy» Heav’n rung 
With Fubilee, and loud Hofrma’s fill’d 
Th’ eternal regions; &c, &c,_——_———_-_ 

Satan’s Walk upon the Outfide of the Univerfe 
which, at a Diftance, appeared to him of a globu- 
lar Form, but, upon his nearer Approach, looked 
like an unbounded Plain, is natural and noble: Ae 
his roaming upon the Frontiers of the Creation, be- 
tween that Mafs of Matter, which was wrought 


into a World, and that thapelefs unform’d Heap 


of Materials, Which ftill lay in Chaos and Conf. 
fion, firikes the Imagination with fomething aftonith- 
ingly great and wild. I have before fpoken of the 
‘Limbo of Vanity, which the Poet places upon this 
outermoft Surface of the Univerfe, and thall here 
explain my felf more at large on that, and other 
Parts of the Poem, which are. of the fame Shadowy 
mash le obfery | hat the F 

réftutle obferves, that the Fable of an Epic P 
fhoud abound in Circumftances that are son credible 
and.aftonifhin 3 Or as theFrexchCritics chufeto phrafe 
it, the Fable thould be filled with the Probable and 
the Marvellous, This Rule is as fine and jut as 
“2 Ariftotle’s whole Art of Poetry. 

f the Fable-is only Probable, it differs nothing 
from a true Hiftor 
no better than a 
fore of Haoic 






nee.. The great Secretthere- 
“ts to rek Dicer 











y; if it is only Marveligus, it is . 
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“ime time both-Belief and Aftoniihment. This:of- | 

ten happens in a well chofen' lable, by the Account 
of faca-things as have really happened, or at leatt 
of {uch things as have happend according to-the 
received Opinions of Mankind, MMiltop’s Fable is 
a Matter-pieceof this*Natore; as the War in Hea- 
ven, the Condition of the fallen Angels, the State 
of Innoceuce, the Temptation of the Serpefit, and 
the F'al!of Man, though they are very aftonifhing in 
theinfelves, are not ouly credibie, but a@ual Points 
of Faith. 

The next Method of yeconciling Miracles with 
Credibility, is by a happy invention of the Poet; as 
in parttenlar, when he introduces Agents of a fu- 
perior Nature, who are capable of effe€ting what is 
wonderful, and what is not to be mét with in’ the 
ordinary courfe of -things. Us fess. Ship--being- 
turned into a Kock, and eA weas’s Fleet .into a 
Shoal of Water Nymphs ; though drey'ate very fare 


prizing Accidents; are neverth¢tefs probable, “when * 


we are told that they were the Gods who*thus 
transformed them.: It is this kind of Machinery 
which fills the Poems both of Homer and Virgil with 
fach Circumitances as are wonderful; but not: im- 
poffible, and {vu itequently produce inthe Readerthe 
mott pleating Paifion that’ can rife in the Mind of 
Man, which is Admiration.’ If there beany Inftance 
in the eAxerd liable to Exception upomthis Account, 
t is in sheb-ginnihg of the third Book, where e- 
wieas is reprefeuted as*tearing up the Myrtle ‘that 
dropped Blood. I.) qualitie this wonderful Cir- 
cumftance,. Polydorus talls@ Story: fromthe Root 
of the Myrtle, tiat the, barbarous inhabitants-of the: 
Country having pierced him with. Spears aud: As-:. 


rows, the Wood, which was lett in his Body took - 
root in his Wounds, and gave birth 10 that bleeding ‘: 


Tree. This Circumftance teems to _bave'the Mat- 
vellous without the Probable, becaufe it is reprefent-. 
ed as proceeding from. Natural Caufes, without the 
Interpofition of any God, or othet Supernatural 
Power c..pable of producing it. The Spears and Ar- 
rows grow of themfelves, without fo much ‘as the 
Modern help of an Enchantment 1f welook into the 


Figtion of Afilton’s Fable, though we findit full of . 


durprizing Inciicuts, they are generalty*fuired to out 
Notions of the ‘T nings:and-t-erfons defcribed, an 
temper’d with dug malar ns Probability. ..1 matt] 
only in¥ “an Exceptign to the Lymbo of Vanity, with 
his Eptivie of Sin aad Death, and fome of the ima- 
ginary erfons in his Chao’. Thefe Paffages are a- 
flonifliing, but not credible; the Reader cannot fo 
far impole upon himfElf as to peat in them, 
they are the Defcription.of Drcams and Shadows, not 
of Things or Perfons, 1 know that many Critics look 
. upoh the Stories of Cyrce F obyphem,tne Sirens, nay. 
the whole Oa:jzy and Iliad, to be'Allegories ; butal- 
lowing this co be tri, they are Fables, which con- 
fidering the Opinions ‘Of Mankind that prevailed in 
the Age of the Poet, might poffibly have been ac- 
cording to the Letter. The Perfons are fach as 
might have aéted what is afcribed to.them, as the - 
Circumitances in which they are reprefented, might 
poflibly have been Truths and Réalities, This ap-. 
pearance of Probability is fo abfolutely requifite in the 
greater kinds of Poetry, that Arifutle oblerves the, 
Ancient Tragick Writers made ude of the Names of 
fuck great Men as had a@ually me in the World, 
tho’ the Tragedy procegdtd upon fuch Adventures 
were never engaged’ in, on purpofe to make the 
Subjed more Credible, In a. Word, befides: the 
hidden. Méanitig of an Epic Allegory, the plain, lit- 
teral Scafe ougit to dppear probable, The Story 
fhould be fuch as an ordinary Reader may. aequiefce. 
in, whatever Natural Moral or Political, Truth may 
be difcovered in it by Men Of gréarer Penetta@ion, 
Satan, aftér having lohg wandered upon the Sur- 
‘face, or outmoft Wall of the, Univerfe,. difcovers at 
laft a -wide Gap in it, whieh Ted inta the Creation, and 
wich is defcribed as the Opening through which the: 
Angels pafS to and fro into the lower World, upon 


Z 


their Errands to Mankind. His Sitting ayy ; 
brink. of this Paflage, and taking a Surye), 
whole Face of Natate that appeared to him 
fresh in all its Beauties, with the Simileilt % 
Circumftance, fills the Mind of the Reader wir 
furprifing and glorious an Idea as any that anigy 
the whole Poem. He looks down into thy », 
hollow Of the Utiiverfe with the Eye, or (as i 
calls itin mg Sse with the:Kenn of ap Ang 
He furveys all the Wonders in this immenfe Am’ 
theatre that lie between both the Poles of Hex, 
and takes in at one View the whole-Ronund of 
Cre:tion. 
His {light between the feveral Worlds than; 
on every tideof him, with the particujar Deferins, 
of the Sun, are fet forth in all the wantonneg of 
luxuriant imagination. His-Shape, Speech and p 
haviour’ upon bis transforming: himfelf into ay) 
gel of Light, are touched with exquifite Bea 
he Poet’s Thought of diré&ing Satay to thes 


which in the Vulgar Opinion_ of Mankind sak 


moft confpicuous Part of the Greation, and they 
cing in it an Angel, is a Citcumftance very fing 


a 
te 
fas) > 
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contriv’d, and the more adjulted to aPoetical Pam. 


bability, as it was a receiv’d Doétrine among) 
moft famous Philofophers, that every ‘One 
its Intelligence; and as.an .Apoftle in. Sa 
Writ. is taid to haye feen’ fuch an Angel in 


Sun. Inthe Anfwet which this Angel returns to 


difgiifed Evil Spirit, there is fuch a. becomingh{ 

jefty as is altogether. fuitable to a Superior Bej 

The part of it in which he reprefents himfelf a5p 

fent at the Creation, is very noble in it felf, andy 

only proper where it is introduced; but requifit 
i the Reader-for what follows in the Seve 
ook, 


I fas when at his word the formlefs Mafi, 
This wep lds material mould, came to & heaps: 2 
Confu/toa beard his voice, and wild uproar 
Stood rub'd, food vaft ininitude cofin'd; 

Till at his fecond bidding darknefs' ed, 

Light fron, = ei ¥ 


In the -fol!qyying. part of the Speech he pointso 


the Earth ‘witty Uche@rcunfinnces, that she Bead th 
can fcarce, rorbean fancying himfelf employ'd ont 


fame. diftant view of it. ae 
Look dosbrewardon that Globe whofe hither fidé'-' « 
With light from hence, tho’ but refleced, fhines ¢3° 
That plase iis Earth the Seat of man, thas light\. 
.His day, &e. 


I muftnotconclude mp Refleions upon this Th 


Book of. ParadifeLoft, without taking notice of tifa’ on 


celebrated Gomplaint of Adéton -with-which it ope’ 
and: which certainly deferves'allithe Praifesthathime W 
~beenrgivemit $tho’ asil haye. before -hinted; it mmm 


ratherbe looked upon asan Excrefcence, than ss 


effential Pact.af the Poem: The fame Obferyatit ' 


might be applied to: thar beautiful Digreffton tp 
Hypderifie, ia the fame. Book: : 

E'R-R°*AT A. Inthe Paper of Saturday the g 
of Febriigty; Col. 1. line 24. dele Achilles, 
line ‘44e “Fenth read Third; - 

ADK ERTISE MENTS, 
_, By SUBSCRIPTION, 


Ait ‘Queen's Theatre in the Hay-Market, th 
. pref tt'Saiurday, being che tft of March, will be per‘ocrodds 


Opera called H miler, With feveral Entersainmenis of D, 


new unerrs. . NoParfon to be admitted withour Tickets, w 


‘be deliver’d out this Dayat Mre White's Chocolate li isle. Fate 


lery $s. Upper’Gallery 28. Boxcs.upoa the Stage Fifteen Still 
(To bégin chidlly at fix. Nv Pérfon to ftand on theSage:, 


, Ofr Monday text, the 3d of March, will be pe 
forméd 4-Confert‘of Mufick, Votal acd Iuftrumental, at Sxiooa' 
hall, far che Benefit of Mr. Lawreace, - ghee 
Dr. Byfietd’s Sal Qleofum Volatile; now publif 
by the Auiotity of he: Majefty’s moft gracieus Levers Paes 
- ype a aes —— CT cg and Lae | ~ 
a etail at his Houle in Salis Court near Ficeehggts ¥4 
fome Account of its Navare ‘and Uiein Dist, Mevicitia LH 
Wines and other fpirituous Liquors, may be had grat ba 
Fagemenc given to Exporters and Retailers: baits 
: ae 
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